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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This architectural evaluation was prepared to asistSan Luis Obispo Couublic Works

Department and the State of California Department of Parks and Recréatineeting pertinent

regulatory responsibilities in conngon with future planning for, or alterations to, the Cass Warehouse.
The building is a Stai@wned historic-period builtenvironment resource (defined as resources 50 years
of age or older) and requisevaluation for potential significance and to detéma whetherit meetsthe
criteriafor listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or whether it constitutes a historical
resource under CEQA. The resource has accordingly been evaluated under Section 15064.5 of the
California Code of Regtilans and under Sections 5024 and 5024.5 of the California Public Resource
Code, in accordance with the CEQA Guidelines.

This report finds that the Cass Warehouse meets the criteria for listing in the California Register of

Historical Resources under &iNA 2y MX F2NJ Ada adNRy3a | aa20A1FGA2Y ¢
I £ AF2NY ALl Q&enfury and eagpweyitith-&&uyfyintaritime economy; under Criterion 2,

for its strong association with James Cass and James Cass & Company as the fievelepgrs, and

principal merchants of the Town of Cayucos; and under Criterion 3, as a rare example of a late
nineteenthOSy G dzZNE 6 KIF NF 6 NBK2dzaS FyR | aA3yATAOLy(d St
cultural landscape. The period of sigrafice is from 1875, the construction date of the Cass

Warehouse, to 1920, when the warehouse was acquired by the State of California

The author wishes to acknowledge the generous assistance of Louisa Smith and the Cayucos Historical
Society.



INTRODEGTION

This Architectural Resource Evaluation Report elevates the James Cass & Company warehouse (Cass
Warehouse) from what appears, at first glance, to be a small, localized sphere of influence, to its rightful

place within the broader contextof Centrdi@ A F2 Ny Al Q& YIF NRAGAYS Odzf G dzNI £ ¢
Odzft GdzN¥ £ f I yRaOlFLIS¢ gl a AYyiNRRdIdZOSR Ay (KS wmdTtna A
has gradually expanded in usage to embrace onshore architectural resauigbthouses, pies,

breakwaters, wharves, shipyards, customs houses, and warehouses, for examgtidave

demonstrated associations with maritime activities and the maritime economy. Though perhaps

O2dzy i SNAY GdzA GABSS { Iy [ dzA & h 0 Adinalg fodusedinyi fisBiya Y I NR { A
rather, the ports were the point of embarkation for the produce of the rocky intertidal zone and the

agricultural and pastoral hinterlands, as well as the landing places for lumber and other necessary goods

not available locally

¢CKS /1 aa 2FNBK2dzaS Aa SYofSYIFGAO wmdingydssélstbdzh & hoAa
maintain contact with the larger world and to foster local economic growth during the second half of the
nineteenth century and the opening decades of the mtieth century. Coastwise shipping was essential

G2 GKS 02 dzy( &-fistandeiadel hyamnivasdoth diffi2uf ahd timensuming. It is

significant that the first county railroad, the narregauge Pacific Coast Railway, terminated at a wharf

at Port Harford. Until the advent of the Southern Pacific Railroad in 1894, nearly atlistagce travel

or commercial endeavors began with a trip to the nearest wharf, either at Port Harford, Cayucos, or San
Simeon. For coastal communities out of eesgch of the railroad, the sea retained its primacy in long

distance transportation until thadventof improved highways and trucking in th610s

The concept of a maritime cultural landscape is especially relevant for Cayucos, inasmuch as the focal
point of the community and the chief draw for outsiders has always been and continues to be the pier
and waterfront.The Cass Warehouse is the oldest surviving element of the Cayucos maritime cultural
landscape and the oldest building in the original townsite

PROJECT SETTING

The project is locatedithin the boundaries of Cayucos State Beacine small beach community of
Cayucos (population 2,592 in 2010), located 18.7 miles northwest of San Luis Obispo, the county seat,
on Highway 1.The Cass Warehouf®nts on Ocean Street adjacent to the beach and the Cayucos
Pier--and is part of a long row of oceanfront commercial development. At this location, between the
mouth of Cayucos Creek to the northwest and the mouth of Little Cayucos Creek to theasiuthe

ground surface is just a few feet above sea level, sloping gradually down to the tideline. To the
northwest, immediately across Cayucos Creek, the ground rises to a low knoll flanked by@utvave
terrace. Both the beachfront and the terrace wealeveloped by James Cass & Company and are
included in the historical context for the Cass Warehouse.



METHODOLOGY

Preliminary research consisted of reviewing standard secondary sources, including general San Luis
Obispo County histories (Ange383 Morrison and Haydet917, andKrieger1988), as well as recent
localCayucodistory (Maricle 2007)

Next, an appropriate historical context was identified. While such aspects as the physical condition,
style, materials, and workmanship of architecturaloeces can be considered to some extent on their
own merits, the significance of these resources can be determined only with reference to the historic
circumstances that created them. The historical context for@lass Warehouderoadly includes the
importance of coastwise shipping in County (and California) history; the role of James Cass and James
Cass & Company in tlievelopment of theCass Warehouse and the Cayutmsgnsite; and similar

extant warehouse buildings

Field visits werenade onOctober 11 2016, to see the interior structure and architectural character of
the building, and oMNovember23, 2016,to document the historigperiod builtenvironment resources
present. Documentation included taking extensive notes on the physical charactesfdfiesbuildings
and taking a series of digital photographs, many of which are included in this report.

Additional detailed, sitespecific research was conductetthe following archives:
California State Lands Commission (tidelands survey map)
San Luis Bispo County Assessor (Rancho Moro y Cayucos plat book)
San Luis Obispo County Recorder (deausps,and other official records)
San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisairaifes)
The History Center of San Luis Obispo County (photographs, maps, tcal figes)
The Cayucos Historical Society (photographs and vertical files)

(Note: The San Luis Obigpiy-County Lidlr NE Q& 2 Ol f elednazaiNBle doe2td f SOU A ;
a renovation project between October 2016 and January 2017.)

Additional researchvas also conducted via online databases:
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/PW/County Surveyor.htf8an Luis Obispo County maps)

http://www.glorecords.bim.gov(Bureau of Land Managemerteneral Land Office maps)

http://search.anestry.com/(federalpopulationcensusand agricultural censy®irth and death
dates)

http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgibin/cdnc(California Digital Newspaper Collection)

http://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/content/californiatate-assemblyjournals(Journal of the tate
Assemblyand Journal of theState Senate

http://bancroft.berkeley.edu(ranchodis&ios)



http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/PW/County_Surveyor.htm
http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/
http://search.ancestry.com/
http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc
http://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/content/california-state-assembly-journals
http://bancroft.berkeley.edu/

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

The project aredies near the boundary between two Mexicana land grants: Rancho Moro y Cegs,
on which theCass Warehouse and tity of Cayucoare located, and Rancho San Geimo, to the
northwestof Cayucos CreelNo diseio (manuscript map) is available for Rancho Moro y Cayucos, but
the early 1840sdisefiofor Rancho San G@mimo shows he lindero(boundary line) between thsitio
(grant) of Vicente @ix (a portion of Rancho Moro y Cayucos called San Séfgatid thesitio granted

to Rafael Villa (Rancho San @&emo) (Figure 1}.
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Figure 1.By the 1840s, when thidiseiio wasdrawn, anadobe rancho building had been constructed on the
northwest bank of Cayucos Creflkd arrow). The future site of the Cass Warehouse is to the right (southeast) of
the creek. Thalignment d the Camino Real (dotted line along coastypes nearby (Source: Bancroft Library).

In the Mexican era these land grants were usédost exclusiveljor grazing cattle and other livestock

¢ a land use that generally persisted through the 1850s and beyond, despite the Méxioanca War

and the bss of Alta California to the United States. With the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

in 1848, the ownership of Spanish and Mexican land grants was nominally guaranteed, but the

respective owners were required to prove title. The Gold Rushantil @ F2 Ny A Qa Sy adziy 3 | |
a0Fi0SK22R Ay mMypn ONRddzZZAKG AYONBIF&aSR F20dza 2y (KS

LEl Sitio del Rafael Ville nombraduGgronimoUnited States District Court, Southern District, Land Case 8, page

72, available online thragzh the University of California Berkeley websitip://bancroft.berkeley.edu The map
probably predates November 1845, when Vicente Felix sold his portion of Rancho Moro y Cojo to James McKinley
(Myron Angel History ofSan Luis Obispo County, p. 12.
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on rancho lands, and the market for cattle began to decline as former miners took up other pursuits.
The year 1862 broughtshstrous floods, followed by an even more disastrous drought in-18623

that destroyed the last vestiges of the Mexieara hideand-tallow economy. The costs of legal
proceedings to defend their titles, coming on top of the loss of their herds, barddupt&ny rancho
owners, with the result that enormous tracts prime California langassed out of the hands of the
original grantee families and were purchased by immigrants fEamopeand the United States

By the latel860s ranchosin the project aeabegan to be subdivided into smallenits of land and used
for farming and dairying Passage of the Homestead Act in 188 played a part, as public lands
outside the boundaries of rancho land grants began to be identified, surveyed, and opened for
settlement.Onthe northwest side of Cayucos Creek, Rancho SaarBeo was sold off to Wesley
Burnett in about 1865. Squatters also established a small settlement, the forerunner of Cayucos, on
Old Creekabout a mile to the southast®

OnDecemberiy mMycTX {®2d C2NBYlYy 2F GKS DSYySNIf { dzNBSe
29 South, Range 10 East, Mount Diablo Meridian, including both government land and portions of
Rancho San Gamnimo (Lot No. 39) and Rancho Moro y Cayucos (Lot No. 38)g(Ri)du
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Figure2. 5SGF At 2F { ficdalsun@gold@veinyfedtdandd and rancho boundaries, T29S, R10E,
M.D.M., January 17, 1867. The red arrow indicates the future location of Cayucos.

2 Historic Spots in Californithird edition, by Mildred Brooke Hoover, Hero Eugene Rensch, and Ethel Grace
Rensch, revised by William N. Abelb&enlo ParkStanford University Press, p. 383.

30Id Creek may he had its origin in a podflissionsecularization community of displacéthtive Americansn a
March 14, 1952San Luis ObispbelegramTribuneA y i SNIDA S ¢  Herrdl& datightér, @il Bufraughs, it
was noted laconically that, when Cass arriesld G KS | NBI Ay mycT 6A0GK KAa 6AFS |y
NBaARSyida 2F GKS O2YYdzyArAideé 6SNB 2yS { LI yArakK Tl YAt

(1999:1» y2iGSR GKIGZ Ay wmycTtZ KSNBcatédngafdbhn BRRKAY Q&8 SEAANS Yy #y
ht R / NBS] Xdé

4The map was filewith the U.S. Surveyor General on January 16, 1868.
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JAMES CASS (¥8917)

Among thesettlers who arrived in the project area in the late 1860s was James Cass, a British immigrant
born in Bristok a prominent port cityg in 1824. Cass made the voyage from Bristol to the United States
as a boy, working for his board after a storm deséyis belongings. By the time he arrived in New

C2N] T /FaaQa FdzidzaNB O F LIISEFNBR (G2 0SS YIFLIWSR 2dzi F2 N

careerc fraught with hardships worthy of a Dickens nogelid include trade voyages on the Hudson

Rive and to the West Indies. In January 1849, as gold fever was gripping the nation, Cass left New York
for California aboard th@®rpheusarriving in San Francisco six months later. The day after his arrival he
was assigned to the crew of the Schoofivig running between San Francisco and Sacramento. Cass
learned to be a river pilot, but was, inevitably, soon also engaged in stints of mining for gold at Dry Town
in Eldorado County, Amador Creek in Amador County, and in the American River mining canis from
Dorado to Sacramento counties. Cass next tried his hand at running generalcstioeeBoston Store on

Dry Creek near the lone Valley, and later the Syracuse Store at Muletown, before selling the business
and returning to mining. In 1854, Cass pus#th40 acres of farmland in Sacramento County (SE %2 SW
Y4 Section 28, T7N, R8E, MDM); that same year he married Mary Stone, a fellow English immigrant.

I aaQa ¥ 2 dzNgSarbhRGharkies, Erilyl dndRHedyére born between 1855 and 1860. Mary
dSR AY wmycnX aK2NIfte FFASNIISYNEBQa O0ANIK® /I aa
Rosa, was born that same year.

In 1867, Cass sold the Sacramento farm, and the family relocated to the Cayucos area in San Luis Obispo
County in Novemér of that year. Cass states in his undateeimoirthat he purchased 320 acres of
government land one mile back from the ocean in the rolling hills above Cayucos. No evidence of this
transaction is recorded in the General Land Office records, suggestingefpurchased the land from a
homesteader, rather than homesteading it himseltass farmed there for two years, during which time

he began to investigate the idea of establishing a shippinggid@ayucosHeis reported to have made
Gaz2dzy RAWZEESEFR2E (-HPCcHECRAAQP2@8NKFY I F2NI KAYaSt ¥
was along the rocky shore of the present Locarno Tract [along Lucerne Road on thepbohdfthwest

of Cayucos Creek]. The prospect of constructing a landing withNusho g K I NF Ay 6 Gasss a G SR
also madea systematic study of the amount of grain and other produce being grown in the area,
determining to his satisfaction that there was enouygitential cargao support his venture. His next

step was to contact indiduals who were already involved in the coastwise trade along California.

Captain John J. Ingalls, who ran a schooner between Port Harford and San Francisco, was interested.
Cass made two demonstration runs for Ingalls, piloting the schooner north footrHarford and south

from San Simeon to the anchorage at Cayucos. Ingalls must have been impressed with the prospects, as
Cass was soon making arrangements to secure cargoes and spreading the word that he could ship local
produce. Cass notes in msemoirthat, at first, the grain sacks were piled up on straw on the beach, and
that he slept next to them to protect the cargo. Without a wharf, ships had to come to anchor farther
offshore, andsacks oproduce had to be loaded by means of small surf bflaghters)

The year 1869 saw the inception of the partnership of James Cass & Company (JaniehCasgalls,
Frederick Metcalf, Lewis Schwartz, John Harford, and William BedWed\rticles of Incorporation were
located for this early date, but suchrdacument does exist from March 14, 1893, providing some insight

5 A copy of the account is in th@ayucos Historical Sociatgllection
6 Undated nanuscript notes, probably by Sal Borradori,based on undated publicationndile with Cayucos
Historical Society.
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into the purposes of the corporatior:
First: That the name of said corporation is James Cass and Company.

Second: That the purposes for which it is formed is as follows: To own, comtirol a
manage and conduct the business of Wharfingers at the town of Cayucos, in the County
of San Luis Obispo, State of California, and carry on the business of Warehousemen,
freighters, carriers over such wharves, ticket agents, freight agents, and alegsisin
appertaining to wharves conducted along the shores of the Pacific Ocean or any of its
navigable tributaries; And at any and all other places on the Pacific Ocean, and acquire,
own, hold all such lands, franchises and water rights necessary to therpropeuct of

the same. To buy, sell, traffic in and deal in all kinds of goods, wares and merchandise;
Buy and sell all kinds of farm and dairy produce:sitceek and poultry; To act as
commission and forwarding merchants; To buy and sell, on commissimth&rwise, all
kinds of real and personal property, and to own and hold the same, for sale or
otherwise; And to conduct a general Merchandising business; Own and control sea
vessels and water crafts; Build tramways over its wharves; Buy and sell lumber,
KFNRgFNB YR o6dzAf RSNRA YIFGSNALIfao

Third: That the place where its principal place of business is to be located and
transacted shall be the town of Cayucos, in the County of San Luis Obispo, State of
California.

Cass was soon making plans to acquirelaimels necessary to his enterprise. On September 7, 1869,

Cass signed an affidavit before the San Luis Obispo County Clerk, attesting his intent to purchase, under
the terms of the March 28, 1868\t to provide for the sale of certain lands belonging ® $tate a

tract of tidelands lying directly south of the southeast quarter of Section 32, as well as the adjoining 400
yards running to the southeast and lying south of the southwest quarter of the southwest quarter of
Section 33 of Township 28 South, Barl0 East, Mount Diablo Meridian. The tideland tract was duly
surveyed in 1871 and the patent was issued to Cass on March 25, 1872.

There is evidence that Cass and his business partners seriously considered building a wharf on the
northwestside of Cayecos Creek. @July 18, 187@hey acquired a 1.S-acre tract on the bluffshat

included both the bluff top and the rocky intertidal zone below (Figure [3ghtering operations would

still need to use the beach for loading cargoes until such time dsafwould be built. The first
warehouses were in plageone on the bluff and one on the beactby late 1870, as they are depicted

in the January 20, 1871, tidelands survey map drawn by San Luis Obispo County Surveyor R.R. Harris
(Figure 4}. The purchae of the small parceVas strategic: ialsocame withan importantwater-access
easement granting themnthe right to:

" The directors of the corporation in 1893 included original partners James Cass, Luis Schwartz, and William
.5S06SSz +ta ¢Sttt a /dndaw@A.Bardyghs. | ® YP /Faaz FyR azy
8 Wesley Burnett to James Cass et al. [Ingalls, Metcalf, Schwartz, Harford, and BRsebée]s Obispo County
DeedsBook C, pp. 486, July 18, 1870.he deed describes the parcel as 1.55 acres, but the 1871 survey shows
1.59 acresCass, Ingalls and Meti were each granted an undivided fourth of the property; Schwartz, Harford,

and Beebee jointly held the other undivided fourth.

% TidelandsSurvey No. 8, Amendefiownship 28 South, Range 10 East, Sections 32 asdr88yed by R. R. Harris,
January 201871, on file at theCalifornia State Lands Commission, Sacramento.
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improve, open, dam up, and increase by artificial means, the water in a certain Spring
situate about two hundred yards distant northaterly from the Lot of Land hereinbefore
described and granted, and to conduct the same by pipes or otherwise to the Lot of Land
hereby granted, and to use the same for drinking purposes upon said Land, provided that
the same shall not be exclusively ussd[James Cass and partners] but shall be held by
GKSY F2NJ Lzof AO®dzaS dzLll2y &1 AR [FYRX®

Figure3. Detail of 1.®-acre blufftop and tideland tract acquired by Cass etfadm Rancho San Gerénimo owner
Wesley Burnettn July 1870. The arrow indicates the warehouse location (see Fidarghe complete map).

Although no wharf was built at that location, the 1-&6re parcel on the bluff was retained by James

Cass & Company for 50 ye&trJhe parcel isurrently occupied by a residence (709 Lucerne) and a

tankhouse, the latter almost certainly built I§asgo store water from the spring, under the terms of

the easement A nevspaper clipping on file at The History CenteSah Luis Obispo County cites
G2FFAOALE [/ 2dzy (& 20daNGZSS 88 SNBND 20NFIaXNBF NRISE v ¢S H G Ki® S
surmounted by tank painted red, white and blue, and a wind mill about one mile north west of the town

2F /| 8dz02 & d¢

The 1871 Harris tidelands sugvmap (Figure 4) and a photograph from about 1873 (Figupedyjde

important evidence of the extent dhe James Cass & Compaperations at that early dateThe

principal area o&ctivitywas on thesoutheast side of Cayucos Creek, wh@&asdater bult hiswharf

and residence. This aredsobecame the nucleus of the community of Cayucos, and the small cluster of
businesses that had origilly been located at Old CreékB f 2 OF G SR (2 0 BftensdlihgNd / | 43 Q
off hisinlandranch, Caskadd.JdziT Ay | a0201 2F YSNOKIYyRA&aSzZ¢ (Kdz
O 2 Y LJ wakepdsing and shipping business. At this point, Cas$nwis mid 40sHis varied

experiences with shipping, piloting, farming, mining, and operating a generalctorgfied by

105an Luis Obispo CouridgedsBook C, pp. 486.

1 OnFebruary 91920, James Cass & Company sold the-adse tract, including the watense easement, to

Alfred Canevascinban Luis Bispo CountypeedsBook 138, pp. 14142.

2 TheCayucoslipping shows no newspaper name or date, but was probably fronCteral Coast SuBulletin,
€.2000. TR 2 FFAOALf [/ 2dzy(i& adz2NBSe NBO2NRa¢ KI @S yz22a &8
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Figure 4.Tidelands Survey No. 8, Amend&dynship 28 South, Range 10 East, Sections 32 asdrg8yed byR.
R. Harris, January 20, 1871 (source: California State Lands Commission). The red arrows indicate the two Cass
warehouses. Only a hdful of residences are evident.

undeniable personal tenacitywere coalescing into a multifaceted enterprise on the beachfront at
Cayucos.

Duringthe next few years, Jamé&3ass & Company (and James Cass as a private individual) added
significantly tatheir holdings. On March 25, 1872, the State issued Cass a patent for the 15.14 acres of
tidelands he had requested three years earlier. That autumn, Cass began construction efoat380
wharf, or jetty, that would permit loading and unloading of boat$igh tide. Two derricks and two
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chutes were also builg In early 1873, a correspondent for tiacific Rural Pred¢B5 LI2 NI SR 2y /| 4 &
ingenuity:

WEYSa /| aaxXxoSAy3a ddivedresdriedit@ thelddlBl ettddof 1 LIA £ S
screwing the piles into #nground. He cut a thread, screashion, at the end of each

pile, and then after sinking the stick or pile a short distance into the loose soil or sand,
worked it windlasdashion until it had reached a sufficient depth to be firm and seétire.

Theeari@ i (y26y LIK2G23aNI LK 2F /1 3aQa [FYRAy3 ol a GKS
about 1873. By this time, Cass had procured at least three small warehouse buildings, which reportedly
GKSEfR 3I22Ra dzyGAf &ALINAY3I ¢KScHoorier Suldndw delder @niberNIi SR N.
brought alongside the 38fbot wharf by lighters; rather than rafting it ashore through the surf (Figure

5).

__,__
Ty )

Figure5. / | aeanystore, a warehouse, and a residerntlastered together along the ocean frorit874 From
this angle, the 38@oot pier would be obscured by the row of structures. The building at the extreme right was
LINPOllofe&e GKS FANRG O0dAtRAY3I G GKS tFYyRAYId | FNIYS K2
and hauled to théeach to serve temporarily as a warehougevidence of thgrowingJames Cass & @pany

lumber business is stacked alongsiffeource: Cayucos Historical Society)

lf 0K2dAK GKS O2YLI yeQa odzaAySaa ¢l & ¢ Ssilfhadanf RSNJI & |
made a permanent move to Cayucos. On July 23, 1870, the federal census enumerator recorded James

/' aas alNBEZI YR GKSANI FTAGS OKAfRNBY Ay ! NNR&2 DNJI
G1SSLJa f dzyo SNJ & NR I éin Adraim Gréhde Township, wilich githave replakced

the Cayucos farm he had sold off to make his start at Cayucos. On August 31, 1870, the agricultural

census taker recorded Cass as owning 320 acres, roughly half of which was planted to wheat and barley.
The agricultural census also recorded his ownership of seven horses, six milch cows, four other cattle,

and 40 swine. The fact that Cass owned a-82@ farm but described himself as a lumber merchant

says a great deal about his inclinations.

B Undated manuscript notes,rpbably by Sam Borradori, on fildéttv Cayucos Historical Society.
Y Pacific Rural Presslarch 8, 1873, p. 147.
1S Undated manusript notes, probably by SaBorradori, on file with Cayucos Historical Society.
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Increasing activity along the waterfront must have influenced William F. Babcock, the owner of Rancho
a2NR & /| &dz02azx Ay KAA RSOAAAZ2Y (2 &adzowmRADGARS KAA
Landing in 187% A reporter for theSan Luis Obispoifiuneprovided the following detailed

contemporary description of the changes brought about in Cayucos in the 15 months between June

1875¢ shortly after the townsite was laid oqtand September 1876:

One year ago, the 24th of last June, we passed by thieae then was of Cayucos. It
consisted of the store, warehouse, dwelling, and 380 feet of whaliffcombined of

James Cass. On the side of the hill about an eighth of a mile distant, was the old ranch
house, being the only building within sight. Lash@ay we revisited the place, and it is

of what we then saw that we propose to talk. We found the scene entirely changed. In
front of where the old dilapidated buildings of Mr. Cass stood, there now stands the
large and commodious warehouse of James Cdase.&a building that would do credit

to any city on the coast. It is 50x92 feet in dimensions, witffieb4 walls and a broad,
steep roof, affording ample storage for the products of the rich country tributary to this
port. In the northeast corner a stoiie partitioned off, of the dimensions of 20x50 feet,
where-in a large stock of goods is constantly kept on hand. Here is also the office of the
steamship company, and the telegraph office. The store is ceiled throughout with
alternate boards of redwood anghite pine, giving to the room a warm, cheerful
appearance. A car track runs through the warehouse, onto the wharf, thus affording
easy transportation to and from the ships, for merchandise, grain, butter, wool, etc.
Work on

THE NEW WHARF

Is being pushé rapidly ahead. Mr. R.E. Osgood has the contract, and is making a good
job of it. The piles are San Simeon pine, cut near Cambria, and delivered at a cost for
hauling of seven dollars each. It takes one hundred and sixty of these monster trees for
the upiights to the wharf. They will average two feet in diameter at the large end, and
not less than ten inches at the small. They vary in length from 35 to 60 feet. They are
driven not less than fourteen feet each, into solid earth, thus standing as firm as if
rooted there by nature. The extension to the wharf will be 500 feet, making the total
length 940. This carries it out to 21 feet water at low tide. The wharf is sixteen feet
wide, for 876 feet out, and 40 for 64 feet, where vessels will land. It is thbipug

braced, and the dock portion will have cluster piles at the corners, and fender piles
every four feet around the sides. It will be seen by the foregoing that this will be one of
the most substantial wharfs on the coast. The floor is thirteen feet aleat'eme high
water. It will be about two weeks before it will be completed so that steamers will tie up
alongside.

In connection wilh the wharf and warehouse, Mass Cass & Co. have a lumber yard,
stocked with a supply of good lumber. A Regulator wiitidelevates water from a well
in the lumber yard into a tank that holds between 4,000 and 5,000 gallons, which

16 Map of the Subdivisions of Rancho Moro y CaguSan Luis Obispo County, CalifomiaveyedMarch 1875
San Luis Obispo CourlapsBook A, page 160. The indefatigable C.H. Phillips was the local real estate agent for
Babcock, who lived in San Francisco.
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supplies the store, wharf, stock yards and dwelling house, with ample water of excellent
quality.

OTHER IMPROVEMENTS.

In addition to the aboveMr. Cass has built himself a pretty cottage and barn, which
stand across the street, in the center of a lot nicely fenced, and planted with ornamental
trees and shrubs. Directly opposite the warehouse is the Cosmopolitan Hotel of B.
Morganti & L. Signorina pair of @terprising Swiss, who saw the future importance of
Cayucos as a shipping point and center of trade, and went in for the most central spot
upon which to build a house wherein the traveling public are well supplied with
everything, from a betb a cocktail. The store of the late firm of

DUNN, MCMILLAN & CO.,

Is another of the notable improvements. It is a splendid building, of large dimensions,
with a storehouse adjoining. The store was closed, so we did not have an opportunity to
see the stok, but understand Mr McMillan keeps a general assortment of such goods as
are most in demand throughout the county. Mr Dunn has sold out his interest in the
store to his partner, Mr. D.C. McMillan, who is ever on hand to serve his custohhers.
future

PROSPERITY OF CAYUCOS

Is assured, and in a few years this nucleus will have enlarged into a thriving village. It is
the center of, and the shipping point for, a large area of rich farming and dairy country.
We saw in the warehouse of Cass & Co., severaktimlisacks of barley awaiting
shipment, and there is now, in the dullest season for dairy products, an average
shipment of 50 boxes and barrels of butter per week. This represents about two and a
half tons. Then there is the quicksilver, the chickens, gogi$s, hides, grain and hogs,
which swell the exports to a large annual sum. This will increase as the county settles
up, which it is rapidly doing. There is a large number of Swiss settled in this vicinity,
many of whom have grown rich in dairying, asttiers are rapidly becoming so. Were
Morro y Cayucos grant all sold and settled by these industrious people it would add a
large valuation to the assessment roll.

TO WHOM THE CREDIT IS DUE.

The building up this thriving town is due to James Cass, wieoy gidars ago,

discovered its availability as a shipping point, and, sthgleded and alone, began the
work of building a wharf, while the incredulous stood by and laughed at his efforts to
make something out of nothing. He succeeded in building his vaheaf380] feet,

where, at high tide, he could lighter off and on his goods, in comparative safety, if not
ease. The moment he had accomplished this, business and curses begaurtmukate,

until it was found that, to keep pace with the two, he must haverewharf and a

larger warehous. To enable him to do this he associated with himself Wm. L. Beebe,
John Harford and L. Schwartinder the firm name of James Cass & Co., since when the
improvements we have described have been made. Had we more such nviesass.

Cass & Co., and less growlers, our county would make a progress that all might well feel
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proud of; but, unfortunately, growlers and obstructionists seem to be in the ascendant:
T Time, alone, is the remedy for this eVil.

The official authorizatin for the operation of the newly enlarged wharf was given by the San Luis
Obispo County Board of Supervisors on August 7, 1876. By order of the Boiw:eazr B@mcpise was
granted to James Cass & Comp#ly. f A&dG 2F &2 KI NF I IS b\theB&parvidor§

/ I & dzO

provides a reliable idea of the types of lumber coming into the yard, the nature of the produce going out
through the warehouse, and the livestock being herded through the chutes onto the wharf shortly after

its construction in 1875:

Table 1. Wharfage Rates at Cayucos, November 11, 1876

[ImportsF
[Commodity] [Unit] [Wharfage]
On merchandise per ton $1.00
Lumber per M [1,000 board feet] 1.00
Shakes perM 37
Shingles per M A12%
Posts per Hundred 1.00
Split pickets per M 4.00
Laths per M 372
Shingle packages each .25
[Exports]
Grain and Vegetables per ton 75
Wool per ton 1.00
Hides each .02
Cheeses each .03
Butter per box .20 (returned empty free)
per keg .15
Eggs per box (if 30 dozeR) .15
Quicksilver [mercury] per flask [76 Ibs] .10
Hogs per head (over 40 head) .10
per head (under 40 head) .15
Sheep per head .06
Calves per head (under six months old] .25
Cattle, horses, mules, and jack per head 1.00

Al dzi K2 NRa | yy 2 (P briginalegndmeritsyin paréth€sgsS G & T

James Cass & Company were obligated to submit periodic reports to the Board of Supervisors
documenting the costs of operation di¢ wharf and the income generated. In 1878 the company was
still operating at a loss, prompting Cass to note:

17 San Luis Obispo Triburgeptember 30, 185, republished online at
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/newsolumnsblogs/photosfrom-the-
vault/article3945382.html#storylink=cpy

8 San Luis Obispo Courtdinutesof the Board of Supervisors Book C, pages 461, A6 Affidavit of Publication
attests that notice of the wharf franchise application was published in the San Luis Obispo Tribune for five
successivaveeks, between July 1 and July 29, 1876; a copy of the affidavit is in the collections of the Cayucos
Historical Society.

19 Source: Cayucos Historical Society, from Samuel Borradori, Board of Supervisors
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propriety of raising our rates of toll in order that wigay receive some remuneration for
our outlay of Capital and Labét.

The report submitted for 1880 documents a more profitable year, though the company had yet to
recoup their original expenses. By that date, James Cass & Company had spent $15,21%&5thamfth
including $3,240.25 for the reporting year. Receipts totaled $3,829.48, including $3,170.48 from tolls

iKS

YR bcphpdnn F2NJ R20O1I3IS® b2 RAGARSYRa 6SNB AaadzsSR

2O0SN) GKS GgKINF RdNAy3I (GKS &SI NEY

5,790 padkages butter

1,481 sacks potatoes
20,207 sacks wheat
809 sacks barley
40 sacks corn

1,525 beans
4,729 hogs
56 bales wool
335 tons miscellaneouf$

An outside source, writing with a global perspeetim 1879, provides not only contemporary
information about the nature of the shipments to and from Cayucos but also provides useful data on the
conditions of the port itself?

OLD CREEK, San Luis Obispo Co., California, U.S.A., a hailing port iio 8&tridtéy

It is sometimes called Cayucos Landing. Is in latitude p5Q b ®@3 g2y I AL dzZRS MH
Imports ¢ Lumber and general merchandise.

Exports ¢ Butter, cheese, and all kinds of farm produce, cattle, sheep, and hogs, chrome ore,
and quicksilver.

The harbor is an open roadstead, only safe in the summer months; has no bar; depth at low
water, four and a half fathoms; at the wharves, sixteen feet; rise of tide, six feet; bottom mud
and sand; good anchorage.

Port Charges; Government charges [Uniteda$es law]?*

20 Cayucos Wharf: Repdur year ending [June?] 1878, probably acquired by Supervisor Samuel Borradori, in the
collections of the Cayucos Historical Socigtye company noted that it had expended $10,840.26 on the

construction of the wharf alone.

2iCayucos Wharf: Repdudr year endingNovemberl, 180, filed November 3, 1990, Nathan King, Clerk of the

Board of Supervisors.

22 Hunter, Theodore, and Jarvis Patt&art Charges and Requirements on Vessels in the Various Ports of the

World, with Tables of Moneys, Weights, and Measures of All Nations, @elkgraphic Codex for Masters,

Owners, and Ship Brokers. Part First, Containing United States and Dominion of Glamatfark, NY: John Wiley

& Sons, 1879, p. 149.

23 Cayucos was assigned to the San Diego Port District, rather than to the San FrantiBistrirar

24 Federal port charges were distinct from wharfage and warehousing fees. They included tonnage duties, permits
G2 tFyR OSNIIAY (1AYyR&a 2F YSNOKIYyRA&S:Z ! yAiSR {dlIdSa
releasing logbooks and sliipQ  LJ- LISNB X oAffa 2F KSI f (iP&tenRoy Gharged & NJ Y A
Requirements on Vessels in the Various Ports of the W&T®,pp. 256257.
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This harbor contains two moorings, one of 2200 pounds, the other of 1200 pounds, with
suitable buoys and chains.
JAMES CASS & CO., Merchants, Old Creek, Cal.

Good documentary evidence exists for the appearance of the Cass Warehalshari in the 1880s,

including a lithograph published in 1883 (Figure 6) and plan views from 1884 and 1885 (Figures 7 and 8,
respectively) Although some artistic license has been taken (for exampkelithograph showthe

windmill close to the warehow, contemporary photographs verifydlpresence of the various

individual elementsthe windmill and elevated water tank, the lumber shed and stacked lumber, the
warehousewith its shedroof additions, the signage and the belfry with its wheel mounted &lp the

g NBK2dzaS NR2F NAR3IST (GKS FfI3LRES YR AdGa KFEe&lF N
[ FYRAY3IZé & ahdfed edt B théviarethoysR frofit lgable, the three older gabled

buildings in a row at the rear of the warehousieae wharf with its derricks, the livestock chutes, and

even the hitching post.
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CAYUCOS LANDING, JAMES CASS & CO. PROPR., CAYUCOS, SAN LUIS DBISPO CO.CAL.

Figure 6.This iconidithographg | & LJdzo f A & KSR A yHistarg dBayl Luis YEIspd Codfrgjmgypy341.
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Figure7. U.S. Coast & Geodetic S8ay Fsheet, Image # T16630-1884. Not surprising in a nautical map, the
details focus on the wharf configuration, character of the coastline, and nearshore topographythe
warehouse, lumber shed, and water tank are also clearly indicated.

a

Figure8.t t 'y ©@OASg® 2F 61 NBK2dzaSa | yR ¢gKI NF | (Califoinia dzO2a [ | YRA
Warethouse Bootp 5F1AyQa YILaAaz tA1S {Fyo2NYy YIL&A>X gSNB AyiuSyR
the interior spaces of the warehouse building aleatly defined, as well as the tramways running from both the

main warehouse room and the general merchandise store occupying one corner. stoonshedroof addition

on the northwest side was also used for merchandise.
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